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William Claflin he wrote : " The great and general
court have acted like fools, and worse, in denoun-
cing Charles Sumner. I begin to hate parties and
politics! I have sent to Hon. Willard P. Phil-
lips, our representative, a draft of a petition for
rescinding the odious resolution passed by the late
extra session in censure of Charles Sumner. I
make the movement not merely for Sunnier's sake,
but for the sake of the honor and goodness of our
dear old Commonwealth. Sumner's fame is beyond
its reach, but we cannot afford the disgrace on our
records. I have not found one intelligent and re-
spectable man who approved of that resolution."

Hon. "Willard P. Phillips, of Salem, who was
most active in promoting the expunging of the
resolution, kept Mr. Whittier informed of the
progress of the bill in the House. On the 14th of
March, 1873, he wrote: " I have received several
of your letters with inclosures, and thank you for
them. The letters of Governor Noyes [of Ohio]
and W. C. Bryant I have sent to the c Advertiser'
to print to-morrow, for which I trust I have your
authority. Had I been compelled to speak to-day
I would have read Judge Russell's letter, but now,
as I shall not speak until Monday, I ask your
authority to do so. ... The committee have re-
ported against us, on account of the miserable
quibble as to the power of the legislature to
rescind or amend a resolution, which in legisla-
tive technicality is simply an expression of opin-
ion. This technicality will kill the rescinding in
the House, and we shall go out before the people
defeated in the legislature, but appealing to them.